
Minutes of the meeting dated 25.09.2020 of the High-Powered Committee 

under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Kumari Justice Sanju Panda, Judge, 

Orissa High Court and Executive Chairperson, Odisha State Legal Services 

Authority with regard to release of prisoners for decongestion of jails in 

view of spreading of Covid-19 disease, over telephonic conversation. 

 The twenty-seventh meeting of HPC is convened through telephonic 

conversation by the following dignitaries- 

a. Hon’ble Kumari Justice Sanju Panda, Judge, Orissa High Court and 

Executive Chairperson, Odisha State Legal Services Authority. 

b. Shri Sanjeev Chopra, IAS, Principal Secretary, Home Department, Govt. of 

Odisha. 

c. Shri Santosh Kumar Upadhyay, IPS, Director General of Prisons, Odisha. 

 

I. The Member Secretary placed the following information for the period from 

19.09.2020 to 25.09.2020 as received from all 30 DLSAs consequent upon the 

holding of Under Trial Review Committees in all districts in the aforementioned 

period, in view of the guidelines issued by the High-Powered Committee - 

 

a) No. of UTPs identified for release on interim bail  : 379 

b) No. of UTPs released on interim bail    : 255 

c) No. of Convicts identified released on Parole/ 

Furlough/Special Remission     : 35/0/21 

d) No. of prisoners found to be affected by COVID- 19  : 216 

e) No. of prisoners kept in quarantine wards   : 1629 
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II. Report regarding prisoners infected by COVID-19 

Sl. 

No. 
District Name of Jail 

No. of 

Prisoners 

affected by 

COVID& date 

on which 

identified 

Treatment 
Measures taken for 

safety 

1. Khurda at 
Bhubaneswar 

Special Jail, 
Bhubaneswar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

68 nos. On 
dated 
21.09.2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Superintendent 
has kept the above 
said prisoners in 
isolation ward so as to 
restrain them from 

coming in contact with 
other inmates and will  
ensure their early 
shifting to a nodal 
medical institution in 
case anyone of them is 
found symptomatic at 
any point of time.  

i. The Superintendent 
has already made a 
requisition to the 
BMC Commissioner to 
depute their medical 

team for the rapid 
antigen test of the rest 
of the prisoners. 

ii. The Superintendent 
has already made 
requisition to the 
Deputy Fire Officer, 
Bhubaneswar for 
sanitization of the jail 
premises.  

iii. TheSuperintendent 
has already made a 
requisition to 
Director, Capital 
Hospital, 
Bhubaneswar for 
deputing their medical 
officer for the regular 
health check up of the 
said prisoners. 

2. Sambalpur Circle Jail, 
Sambalpur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 nos. 

On dated 
22.09.2020 

After being detected 
COVID positive, the 
said UTPs are 
undergoing treatment 

in the Covid Care 
Centre established 
inside the jail except 
Saroj Kalet who is 
presently undergoing 
treatment at Covid 
Care Hospital. 

 

 

i. Complete and full 
sanitization of the 
premises of Circle 
Jail, Sambalpur. 

ii. Instructions have 
been given to take 
steps for immediate 
segregation of UTPs to 
separate 
cell/quarantine cell 
who have stayed with 
the COVID-19 infected 
inmates. 

iii. Instructions have 
been given to keep the 
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staff suffering from 
flue like symptoms in 
isolation so as to 
restrain them from 
coming in contact 
with the other 
inmates. 

iv. Early shifting of 
sick inmates and staff 
to Nodal Medical 
Institution in case or 
any further detection. 

v. The 
Superintendents of all 
jails have also been 
advised to follow the 
SOP on protocol or 
remand by Dept. Of 
Home, Govt. Of 
Odisha. 

3 Nabarangpur Sub-Jail, 
Nabarangpur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

39 nos. 
On dated 
22.09.2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After ascertaining the 
UTPs to be COVID 
positive it was resolved 
to keep the infected 
inmates under 24x7 
observation and 
intimation of any 
medical emergency be 
forthwith given to the 
CDMO. The MO 
attached to the Sub-
Jail, Nabarangpur has 
been requested to 
monitor the situation 
involving the health 
condition of the 
inmates round the 

clock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i. The Superintendent 
of Police, 
Nabarangpur has 
been requested to 
deploy requisite 
transportation, 
requiring last minute 
medical attention. 

ii. The Collector, 
Nabarangpur has 
been requested to look 
up the matter as 
always and extend 
needful assistance 
concerning the 
situation. 

The Superintendent, 
Sub Jail, 
Nabarangpur has 
been directed to 
ensure periodical and 
timely sanitization of 
the jail premises.  
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Sub-Jail, 
Nabarangpur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-Jail, 
Nabarangpur 

 

01 no. on 
20.09.2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

69 nos on 
23.09.2020& 
24.09.2020 

On 20.09.2020 one 
convict (inmate) of the 
jail was rushed to the 
hospital following 
serious health problem 
and subsequently 
detected Covid 
positive. He was under 
treatment at Covid 
Care hospital, 
Nabrangpur but later 
he died out of 
advanced heart failure. 

 

 

On receiving the 
information, the UTRC 
resolved to keep the 
infected inmates under 
24x7 observation and 
directed that in case of 
any medical emergency 
intimation be given to 
the CDMO. 

The Superintendent 
and Medical Officer of 
the Jail have been 
directed to monitor the 
health condition of the 
inmates round the 
clock and in case of 
slightest deterrent in 
medical condition of 
any of the infected 
inmates is observed, 
they be shifted to the 

Covid Health Care 
Centre under 
supervision of the 
CDMO, Nabrangpur, 
he has also been 
requested to maintain 
uninterrupted supply 
of necessary 
meditation and other 
supplies. 

 

(i) The CDMO, 
Nabarangpur is 
requested by the 
UTRC to depute a 
medical team for mass 
Covid testing of all 
inmates and staff. 

(ii) The 
Superintendent of the 
Jail is directed to 
carry out sanitization 
within the jail 
premises with help of 
the Fire Brigade, 
Nabrangpur. 

 

i. The Superintendent 
of Police, 
Nabarangpur has 
been requested to 
deploy requisite 
transportation, 
requiring last minute 
medical attention. 

ii. The Collector, 
Nabarangpur has 
been requested to look 
up the matter as 
always and extend 
needful assistance 
concerning the 
situation. 

The Superintendent, 
Sub Jail, 
Nabarangpur has 
been directed to 
ensure periodical and 
timely sanitization of 
the jail premises. 
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4. Malkangiri Sub-Jail, 
Malkangiri 

1 no. 

On dated 
22.09.2020 

After being found 
COVID positive, the 
said UTP has been 
shifted to a Separate 
Isolation Cell inside 
the jail.  

The District 
Magistrate-cum-
Collector, Malkangiri 
has been requested to 
to take immediate 
steps for shifting of the 
said prisoner to COVID 
care centre/Covid 
Hospital/Isolation 
Ward or any other 
designated place as 
deemed proper for 
treatment. 

i. Sanitization of the 
entire premises of the 
jail especially the 
Quarantine Ward of 
Jail and wards by 
making necessary 
requisition to the 
Executive Officer, 
Municipality. 

ii. To keep the rest of 
the UTPs in isolation 
so as to restrain them 
from coming in 
contact with the other 
inmates of the jail. 

iii. Ensure early 
shifting of tfhe sick 
prisoners to a Nodal 
Medical Institution in 
case anyone is found 
symptomatic. 

iv. Collection of swab 
of the prisoners who 
have come in contact 
with the infected UTP. 

5. Cuttack Circle Jail, 
Cuttack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 nos. 

On dated 
22.09.2020 

After being detected 
COVID positive, the 
said UTP have been 
referred to COVID 
Hospital for better 
treatment. 

 

 

i. Complete 
sanitization of the jail 
premises and the 
quarantine 
ward/isolation ward 
of the circle jail. 

ii. Effective step for 
contact tracing of the 
inmate found positive. 

iii. Swab testing of the 
jail inmates and the 
warders. 

6. Nuapada Sub-Jail, 
Nuapada 

1 no. 

On dated 
22.09.2020 

The CDMO, Nuapada 
has been requested to 
take steps in shifting of 
the convict to COVID 
Hospital, Nuapada. 

I. The Executive 
Officer, NAC, Nuapada 
has been requested to 
take steps for 
sanitization of the jail 
premises. 
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II. The CDMO, 
Nuapada has been 
requested to take 
steps in the matter of 
swab/antigen test of 
persons who have 
come in contact with 
the said prisoner. 

7. Angul District Jail, 
Angul 

10 nos.  

On dated 
16.09.2020 

On being detected 
COVID positive, the 
UTPs are kept in 
separate isolation ward 
and the treatment has 
been made by Jail 
Medical Officer and 
Pharmacist. 

I. Sanitization has 
also been made by the 
Deputy Fire Officer, 
Angul in the jail 
premises as well as in 
isolation ward. 

II. All the inmates 
have been provided 
with handwash, 
sanitizer, soap, 
facemask. 

 
 

 DLSA, Mayurbhanj at Baripada intimated vide L. No. 1697 dated 

24.09.2020 to OSLSA that three staff of DLSA Mayurbhanj office were found to 

be COVID positive. The staff developed cold and fever symptoms for which rapid 

antigen test was conducted and the staff were detected COVID positive on 

24.09.2020. They have been advised to undergo home isolation for 10 days 

strictly following medical advice and Govt. Regulations. 

 

Compliance reported by DG Prisons& DCS, Odisha 

 

As per the HPC’s minutes dated 18.9.20 asking D.G. Prisons,& DCS Odisha 

for a detailed report within seven days regarding the additional requirement of 

equipment of Video Conferencing in jails for onward submission of the same to 

the Hon’ble e-Committee of High Court, the D.G. Of Prisons & DCS, Odisha vide 

L. No. 14946 dated 23.09.2020 submitted before the Hon’ble Chairperson, 

HPCstating that existing video conferencing systems are available in 64 jails of 

the State out of 87 jails. 

 However, the same are not functioning well due to frequent software and 

hardware issues and consequent time-consuming delay in repairs etc. He has 

given a list of additional requirements for VC systems as per Annex A. 
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DG Prisons has further stated that frequent breakdowns in VC system 

arerendering the system vulnerable for considerable periods and the existing 

infrastructure is also not cost effective as Annual Maintenance Contract for each 

location (Jail and Court) is requiring Rs. 1.80 lakhs approximately, for which laptops 

perhaps could be an alternative. 

 

Considering the report of DG Prisons & DCS, Odisha, HPC directed Member 

Secretary, OSLSA to send the same to CPC to be placed before the Honble e-

Committee of Orissa High Court. 

It was also resolved by the HPC that UTRC in their weekly meetings will 

also assess the progress of treatment/ recovery of prisoners who are reported 

with COVID 19 infection in jails.  

It was again reiterated that in face of rapid spread of the infection, all 

stakeholder departments (e.g. Home, Health, Prisons & Police) must coordinate 

to ensure that SOP on testing of newly remanded accused persons be strictly 

complied in jails to identify Covid Positive cases immediately and isolate them 

from other prisoners. 

 

        By Order 

            Sd/- 

       Member Secretary 
           OSLSA 

 

 


